sinin your thoughts as well as your actions. The
greatest sin is failure to accept Jesus Christ as
Lord and Savior. Apart from Jesus Christ you are
separated from God, and cannot have eternal life.
You are a sinner by nature. You remain an
unforgiven sinner by choice, for God offers
forgiveness of sin and eternal life through Jesus
Christ. "For the wages of sin is death; but the
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord"(Romans 6:23).

5. This life becomes yours when you turn from
sin and accept Christ as your Lord and Savior.
"But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name" (John 1:12). To receive
Jesus Christ, you need to...Admit that you need
Christ---that you are a sinner and cannot save
yourself. Be willing to turn from your sins.
"Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your
sins may be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the presence of the
Lord" (Acts 3:19). Ask Jesus Christ to forgive
your sins and take control of your life. "That
if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved. For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession
is made unto salvation" (Romans 10:9, 10). You
become a Christian and possess this full and
meaningful life at the moment when by faith you
turn to God through Christ. These diagrams
represent two ways of life.

The choice is yours. God offers you this full and
meaningful life now. "Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2
Corinthians 6:2). Is there any reason why you
cannot accept his offer now? Does this prayer
say what you want to say?

Dear Lord, I know | have done wrong and
need forgiveness. Thank you for dying for my
sins and for offering me eternal life. Please
forgive my sins and help me turn from them.
I now confess you as my Lord and receive
you as my Savior. Take control of my life and
make it full and meaningful. In Jesus' name.
Amen.

Will you pray this prayer or express your thoughts
in your own words? As you ask him, Jesus Christ
will become your Lord and Savior and give you a
full and meaningful life.

You can know that you possess a full and
meaningful life in Christ...Because of Christ's
promise. "He that heareth my word, and believeth
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed
from death unto life" (John 5:24). Because of
your commitment. "For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved”
(Romans 10:13). Did you call upon him? He will
keep his promise. Because of the presence of
the Holy Spirit. "Hereby know we that we dwell
in him, and he in us, because he hath given us
of his Spirit" (1 John 4:13). "The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God" (Romans 8:16).

You can grow in this full and meaningful life in
Jesus Christ if you will...Let the Holy Spirit fill
your life and give you power, Ephesians 5:18;
Galatians 5:16. Show your love in baptism
and church membership, Matthew 3:15-17;
Acts 2:41. Study the Scriptures and pray
every day, 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Philippians 4:6;
1 Thessalonians 5:17. Be a faithful manager
of the gifts God has given you, 1 Corinthians
4:2; 1 Peter 4:10. Share your faith in Christ
through your life and words, Acts 1:8; Luke
24:45-48.

Shady Grove
| Baptist
- Church

It’'s our pleasure
to meet you!

Shady Grove Baptist Church
1861 Jordantown Road
Thaxton, Virginia 24174

Telephone: 540.890.3271
e-mail:
contact@TheShadyGrove.org
On the Web at
www.TheShadyGrove.org
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A Shady Grove

A shady grove can be a place of beauty,
shelter, and nourishment. No matter the
pressure and hectic pace of the world
around us there is a quiet haven of
refuge and strength that will minister to
our many heeds.

Of course, Jesus is our real source of
shelter, peace, and strength, but what a
blessing to know that there are those
among us who strive to imitate Christ and
be His hands and feet to others traveling
the same path.

We don't pretend to be perfect or have
all the answers, but we do know where
to look for those answers. We invite you
to come join us at the Shady Grove
Baptist Church to learn more of Jesus
and what it means to be His disciple. We
are confident you will find a place of
beauty, shelter, and nourishment each
time we gather to honor and worship our
Lord. May His peace be yours!

We gather weekly:
Sunday
9:45am - Bible Study
11:00am & 6:30pm - Worship
6:30pm Youth Activities
7:30pm Choir Practice

Wednesday
7:00pm - Share, Teach, & Pray
7:00pm Youth Meeting

Thursday
11:00am (1st Thursdays only) Three Score
and More

Please visit www. TheShadyGrove.org for
amore complete description and
understanding of our varied ministries.

How to Have A Full
and Meaningful Life

1. God loves you, and offers you a full and
meaningful life. God showed his love for us by
sending "his only begotten Son into the world,
that we might live through him" (1 John 4:9). "And
this is the record, that God hath given to us
eternal life, and this life is in his Son" (1 John
5:11). This full and meaningful life is...Abundant.
Jesus said: "I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it more abundantly”
(John 10:10). Everlasting. "For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life" (John 3:16). Jesus Christ
can change your whole life and give you joy and
peace now and forever.

2. This life is made possible by Christ's death
and resurrection. "But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ

died for us"(Romans 5:8). "Christ was delivered
for our offences, and was raised again for our
justification” (Romans 4:25). This full and
meaningful life includes...Forgiveness of sin.
"In whom we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches
of his grace" (Ephesians 1:7). Fellowship in
the family of God. "For ye are all the children
of God by faith in Christ Jesus" (Galatians 3:26).
"And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with
him, that we may be also glorified together"
(Romans 8:17).

3. You enter this life through a "spiritual birth".
Jesus said, "Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3).
Nicodemus, a member of the strictest religious
group of his time, was a highly educated man.
He came to Jesus seeking a more meaningful
life. Jesus explained that without a complete
change in his life no man could understand or
enter the kingdom of God. Jesus called this
change a spiritual birth. (Summary of John 3:1-
8). The spiritual birth is...More than accepting
facts. "Thou believest that there is one God; thou
doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble"
(James 2:19). More than doing good works.
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast' (Ephesians
2:8, 9). Spiritual birth takes place when you turn
your life over to Jesus Christ.

4. Failure to turn yourself over to Jesus Christ is
sin. "He that believeth on him is not condemned:
but he that believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God" (John 3:18). Sin is
called many things---missing the mark, rebelling,
living independently of God. Sin is being or doing
wrong against God, others, or yourself. You can

(continued on back)



