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A Valentine for Grandma 

  by: Joseph Walker 

It was just a harmless prank, that's all it was. And it wasn't as if Old Lady Hayes didn't deserve it. The way she used 

to scream at us for "borrowing" a few of her precious raspberries each summer, like we were stealing gold out of Fort 

Knox... well, she had it coming. 

At least, that's the way we saw it as George finished tying the string to the red, heart-shaped box. We giggled as Ron 

added the final touch: two plastic red roses, glued to the lid. "I wonder what will surprise her most," I asked as George 

practiced jerking the box out of reach by yanking on the string. "Seeing a box of candy on her step, or watching it fly 

away when she tries to pick it up?" 

We laughed as we watched George make Albert chase the box around the garage. For a chubby 10-year-old, Albert 

did a good imitation of Mrs. Hayes's hunched hobble and her seemingly permanent scowl. And we howled when he 

picked up a broom and pretended to ride it through the midwinter air while shouting, "I'm Old Lady Hayes, the dried-

est-up old prune in the West!" 

Ron was first to notice my dad in the doorway. Within seconds, Ron's anxiety was shared by all but Albert, who con-

tinued to swoop around the garage until he came face-to-belt-buckle with our silent observer. For a moment the only 

movement in the room came from the little puffs of steam escaping our mouths. Dad broke the stillness by walking 

slowly to the empty candy box lying on the floor. He picked it up and dangled it by the string, watching it swing back 

and forth. Then he looked into the eyes of the frightened boys. And, as was his custom, he looked into their hearts as 

well. 

"It doesn't seem so long ago that I was pulling Valentine's Day pranks," he said as he laid the box on a workbench. 

"One year my cousins and I decided to pull one on our Grandma Walker even though we loved her -- she was the 

sweetest grandma a boy could have. We were just feeling devilish and decided to have some fun at her expense. 

"Early in the evening we snuck up to her doorstep with a can of red paint. Grandma was hard of hearing, so we didn't 

have to worry about being very quiet. Which was a good thing, because every time we thought about how funny it 

was going to be to see Grandma try to pick up a valentine that was just painted on her doorstep, we couldn't keep 

from laughing. 

"It didn't take long, and it wasn't very artistic. But for an old woman with bad eyes, it would do. We kicked the door 

and hid behind bushes. When Grandma finally appeared she stood in the doorway, her gray hair pulled back tightly 

into her usual bun, wiping her hands on her usual apron. She must have heard the commotion in the bushes because 

she looked in our direction and spoke loudly enough for us to hear: 'Who could be knocking at my door?' Then she 

looked down. Even from 15 feet away we could see the joy in her eyes when she spotted a splash of red at her feet. 

"'A valentine for Grandma!' she exclaimed. 'And I thought I'd be forgotten again this year!' 

"She tried to retrieve her prize. This was the moment we had been waiting for, but somehow it wasn't as much fun as 

we expected. Grandma groped at the fresh paint for a moment. Slowly, she figured out our prank. She tried to smile. 

Then, with as much dignity as she could muster, she turned and walked back into her house, absently wiping red paint 

on her clean, white apron." 

Dad paused, and for the first time I noticed that his eyes were moist. He took a deep breath. "Grandma died later that 

year," he said. "I never had another chance to give her a real valentine." 

He took the box from the bench and handed it to me. Then he turned and left the garage. 

Later that night a red, heart-shaped box with two plastic roses on it was placed on Mrs. Hayes's front doorstep by six 

giggling boys. We hid behind snow-covered bushes to see how she would react to receiving a full pound of candy and 

nuts.  With no strings attached. 
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Planning for 2016 

All committees and ministry teams are asked to use the Ministry  De-
velopment Form to plan for EVERY ministry or activity you are  antici-
pating this year. The form will help us stay true to our call to  mission 
and ministry as we all move forward in the same direction and  with a 

common  purpose. Forms are available in the foyer and Online at  
www.TheShadyGrove.org. Go to the Study page to download all the 

forms  you need! We will commit Wednesday, March 2 to a combined 
planning  session where all leaders work together to put everything 

on a master  calendar, share plans, and explore the budget needs to make it all a  reality. To have 
enough time, we’ll begin the session at 6:30pm. Thanks  for being a servant! 

 



? Bible Quiz?  

First Corinthians 13 is a popular Scripture reading at wedding 

ceremonies. The so called ‘love chapter’ provides an extended 

definition of what Paul calls ‘the greatest ‘ gift (verse 13). 

Which of the following characteristics of love isn’t found in 1 

Corinthians 13? 

 

  

A. Love is patient  

B. Love rejoices in the truth 

C. Love believes all things  

D. Love is childlike  
Answer above the calendar  

 

  

Church Members 

Debbie Board 

James Board  

Lucille Caniff 

Myrtle Ellis  

Jim Ferrando 

Kenneth Gray  

Herb Grisso  

Collins Leftwich 

Reva Meade  

Agnes McPherson 

Jack & Edna Powers 

Jack Wheeler 

Jimmy & Jerri Wheeler  

Ken & Arlene Wheeler 

Sherman Wheeler 

 

February 1st-    Debbie Board 

February 2nd-   Nilah Leland 

                          Shannon Kagarise 

February 3rd-    Diane Poole 

February 4th-    Tonya Hodges 

February 5th-    Elsie Board 

February 11th-  Haley Hodges 

February 13th-  Shirley Carter 

February 14th-  Herb Grisso 

                          Kaitlyn Board 

February 17th-  Morgan Kenny 

February 21st-  Jerri Wheeler 

February 25th-  Myrtle Ellis  

A Note from the secretary: 

If your birthday isn’t listed, please let me know, if it doesn’t show up, I don’t have it,  

and if you  have anything that you would like to announce in the newsletter please let me know, thanks!!  

If you want to receive broadcast messages by phone, I need your number.  

Three Score and More  
 

3 Score and More celebrated the New 
Year and everyone’s birthday on January 

7th with a delicious lunch of hot dogs 
with all the fixings. The meal concluded 
with birthday cake and ice cream. The 

group enjoyed  
several lively games of Bible Bingo and 

made plans for this years activities. 

Ministry Fair 
 
The first Sunday of March we 
will put on a Ministry Fair 
from  6:00-8:00pm to crea-
tively demonstrate to the 
whole church what we are  
planning and who will be in-
volved in efforts that seek to 
share the  Gospel and make 
disciples. Each team will dec-
orate and man their own  booth or table. Design it all to 
best portray who you are and what you  have in mind 
for our outreach in 2016. 


