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Prayer Forgotten 
“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much” is a well-known verse, but greatly forgotten in our 

busy day to day routine.  

In the late 19th century E. M. Bounds penned the following in his book “Purpose In Prayer.” Does it have a familiar 

ring?  

“Where are the Christlike leaders who can teach the modern saints how to pray and put them at it? Do our leaders 

know we are raising up a prayerless set of saints? Where are the apostolic leaders who can put God’s people to pray-

ing? Let them come to the front and do the work, and it will be the greatest work that can be done. An increase of edu-

cational facilities and a great increase of money force will be the direst curse to religion if they are not sanctified by 

more and better praying than we are doing.  

“More praying will not come as a matter of course. The campaign for the twentieth or thirtieth century will not help 

our praying, but hinder if we are not careful. Nothing but a specific effort from a praying leadership will avail. None 

but praying leaders can have praying followers. Praying apostles will beget praying saints. A praying pulpit will beget 

praying pews. We do greatly need somebody who can set the saints to this business of praying. We are a generation of 

non-praying saints. Non-praying saints are a beggarly gang of saints, who have neither the ardor nor the beauty, nor the 

power of saints. Who will restore this branch? The greatest will he be of reformers and apostles, who can set the 

Church to praying.  

“Holy men have, in the past, changed the whole force of affairs, revolutionized character and country by prayer. And 

such achievements are still possible to us. The power is only wanting to be used. Prayer is but the expression of faith. 

Time would fail to tell of the mighty things wrought by prayer, for by it holy ones have subdued kingdoms, wrought 

righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the 

sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to fight the armies of the aliens, women re-

ceived their dead raised to life.  

Prayer honors God; it dishonors self. It is man’s plea of weakness, ignorance, want. A plea which heaven cannot disre-

gard. God delights to have us pray.  

“Prayer is not the foe to work, it does not paralyze activity. It works mightily; prayer itself is the greatest work. It 

springs activity, stimulates desire and effort. Prayer is not an opiate but a tonic, it does not lull to sleep but arouses 

anew for action. The lazy man does not, will not, cannot pray, for prayer demands energy. Paul calls it a striving, an 

agony. With Jacob it was a wrestling; with the Syrophoenician women it was a struggle which called into play all the 

higher qualities of the soul, and which demanded great force to meet.  

“The closet is not an asylum for the indolent and worthless Christian. It is not a nursery where none but babes belong. 

It is the battlefield of the Church; its citadel; the scene of heroic and unearthly conflicts. The closet is the base of sup-

plies for the Christian and the Church. Cut off from it there is nothing left but retreat and disaster. The energy for work, 

the mastery over self, the deliverance from fear, all spiritual results and graces, are much advanced by prayer. The dif-

ference between the strength, the experience, the holiness of Christians is found in the contrast in their praying.  

“Few, short, feeble prayers, always betoken a low spiritual condition. Men ought to pray much and apply themselves to 

it with energy and perseverance. Eminent Christians have been eminent in prayer. The deep things of God are learned 

nowhere else. Great things for God are done by great prayers. He who prays much, studies much, loves much, works 

much, does much for God and humanity. The execution of the Gospel, the vigor of faith, the maturity and excellence 

of spiritual graces wait on prayer.”  

O God, may we quiet ourselves to hear Your call to pray; may we become righteous people fervently raising unselfish 

petitions to Your Holy throne.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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2 
7pm Bible 

Study  

3 
11 am 3 

Score & 

More  

 

7 pm Pastor 

Search Com  

4 
 

5 
 

6 
12:15 Property/ 

Baptist men 
 

12:15 WMU  

6:30 pm Evening 

service 

7 
 

8 
7 pm Deacons 

Meeting 

9 
6:45 pm 

Youth  

7 pm Business 

Meeting 

 

10 
 

7 pm Pastor 

Search Com  

11 
 

12 
 

13 
6:30 pm Bible 

Study  

14 
 

15 
 

16 
6 pm Family 

Night Dinner  

6:45 pm 

Youth  

7 pm Bible 

Study  

17 

7 pm Pastor 

Search Com  

18 
 

19 
 

20 

6:30 pm Bible 

Study  

21 22 
 

23 
6:45 pm 

Youth 

7 pm Bible 

Study  

24 
7 pm Maundy 

Thursday 

25 
 Good Friday  

26 
 

27 
Easter 

7 am Sunrise 

Service 

7:30 am Break-

fast  

9:45 am SS  

11 am Worship  

No evening ser-

vices  

28 

 

 

 

 

29 

 

 

30 
6:45 pm 

Youth 

7 pm Bible 

Study  

31 
7 pm Pastor 

Search Com  
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Planning for 2016 

All committees and ministry teams are asked to use the Ministry  De-
velopment Form to plan for EVERY ministry or activity you are  antici-
pating this year. The form will help us stay true to our call to  mission 
and ministry as we all move forward in the same direction and  with a 

common  purpose. Forms are available in the foyer and Online at  
www.TheShadyGrove.org. Go to the Study page to download all the 

forms  you need! We will commit Wednesday, March 2 to a combined 
planning  session where all leaders work together to put everything 

on a master  calendar, share plans, and explore the budget needs to make it all a  reality. To have 
enough time, we’ll begin the session at 6:30pm. Thanks  for being a servant! 

 



? Bible Quiz?  

Just before the Last Supper (John 13), Jesus took off his outer 

robe, poured water into a basin and began washing his disci-

ple's’ feet. One disciple, however, protested having the Lord 

wash his feet. Jesus told the reluctant man that unless he al-

lowed Jesus to wash his feet, he really had no share in Christ's 

leadership. The disciple then relented. He said Jesus could wash 

not only his feet but his hands and head as well. Choose the 

name of this disciple from the 

list below: 

 

A. Peter  

B. John 

C. Andrew  

D. Judas  
Answer above the calendar  
 

  

Church Members 

Debbie Board 

James Board  

Lucille Caniff 

Myrtle Ellis  

Jim Ferrando 

Kenneth Gray  

Collins Leftwich 

Reva Meade  

Agnes McPherson 

Tracy Perdue  

Jack & Edna Powers 

Irene Saunders  

Jack Wheeler 

Jimmy & Jerri Wheeler  

Ken & Arlene Wheeler 

Sherman Wheeler 

 

March 5th- Howard Hedrick 

 

March 7th- Paulette Gray 

 

March 21st- Crystal Pugh  

 

March 22nd- Danny Creasy  

A Note from the secretary: 

If your birthday isn’t listed, please let me know, if it doesn’t show up, I don’t have it,  

and if you  have anything that you would like to announce in the newsletter please let me know, thanks!!  

If you want to receive broadcast messages by phone, I need your number.  

Ministry Fair 
The first Sunday of March we will put on a Ministry Fair from  6:00-8:00pm to creatively demonstrate to 
the whole church what we are  planning and who will be involved in efforts that seek to share the  Gos-
pel and make disciples. Each team will decorate and man their own  booth or table. Design it all to best 
portray who you are and what you  have in mind for our outreach in 2016. 

 

The birth of Christ brought God to us, but 

it took the cross of Christ to bring us to 

God.  Author Unknown  

Without the Risen Savior in our heart, life is like:  

 

 A chocolate bunny- empty on the inside 

 An Easter bonnet- easily blown of kilter 

 Last year’s Easter outfit- it doesn’t fit 

 An Easter Lily- soon withers and dries up 

 A bag of jellybeans- sugary & sweet but lacks substance 

 An unfound Easter basket- full of gifts that spoil 

 A colored Easter egg- looks good but cracks under pressure 

 The Easter bunny- always hopping here and there 

 Marshmallow peeps- becomes hard when opened 

 Easter parade- a long journey with no destination 

 An unopened Easter card- a message of love unclaimed  


